
WAC 16-302-170  Other considerations in applying the standards 
for certification.  (1) Any crop certification standard, with the ex-
ception of germination that is expressed as a percent will be derived 
from a test based on the minimum weight for purity analysis as speci-
fied in the 2013 AOSA rules for that crop unless otherwise specified 
in rule.

(2) Any crop certification standard that is based on a number per 
pound will be derived from a test based on the minimum weight for nox-
ious weed seed examination as specified in the 2013 AOSA rules for 
that crop unless otherwise specified in rule.

(3) For species that have a high rate of inherent dormancy, it 
will be acceptable to use the percent of total viability instead of 
germination percentage for certification only. State and federal seed 
laws require seed be labeled on a germination test.

(4) For species or varieties that contain GMO (genetically modi-
fied organism) traits, herbicide resistant traits, or other novel 
traits, each seed lot may be required to meet minimum trait standards 
as defined by the breeder or trait owner. The variety description must 
define the trait. To determine the level of trait present, a test such 
as PCR (polymerase chain reaction) or specified bioassay test may be 
required. If a test is not otherwise available the variety owner must 
provide testing protocols to the department.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 15.49.005, 15.49.081, 15.49.310, 
15.49.370(3), and chapter 34.05 RCW. WSR 14-20-050, § 16-302-170, 
filed 9/25/14, effective 10/26/14. Statutory Authority: Chapters 15.49 
and 34.05 RCW. WSR 10-08-028, § 16-302-170, filed 3/31/10, effective 
5/1/10. Statutory Authority: RCW 15.49.005, 15.49.081, 15.49.310, 
15.49.370(3) and chapter 17.24 RCW. WSR 00-24-077, § 16-302-170, filed 
12/4/00, effective 1/4/01.]
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